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Dictation Time Length: 13:48
January 28, 2022
RE:
Felipe Perez Baez

History of Accident/Illness and Treatment: Felipe Perez Baez is a 57-year-old male who reports he injured his right hand at work on 06/25/21. He was making a delivery and a dog bit him in the right hand. He does not appear to have been wearing his gloves at that time. He did go to American Family Urgent Care and then followed up at Jefferson Hospital. He remains unaware of his final diagnosis. He states he did go to physical therapy that helped him move his hand, but he still has sharp pain like electricity shots in it. He completed his course of active treatment on 09/27/21.

Per his Claim Petition, Mr. Perez alleges he had sustained a dog bite to his right hand on 06/25/21. Treatment records show he was seen at American Family Care on 06/25/21. According to their quick note, he was not cleared to work until cleared by Occupational Health. He would need a follow-up visit on 06/29/21.

On 06/27/21, he went to Jefferson Emergency Room. He was bitten by a dog that was fully vaccinated against rabies three days earlier. He started antibiotics today with Augmentin. However, since doing so, his right hand became swollen, tender, and painful tracking up past the wrist. Today, he has more pain and presented to the emergency department for evaluation. They evaluated him and Mr. Perez was admitted to the hospital. They noted he had taken two doses of Augmentin, but that morning his hand swelled with increasing spreading into his forearm. He knew the owner of the dog who verified it was up-to-date on all vaccinations including rabies. Upon exam of Dr. DiBruno, there was swelling and signs of injury. He had right hand swelling radiating into the forearm from the dog bite. He had multiple abrasions present on his right hand. X-rays of the right wrist showed no acute osseous findings. There was soft tissue swelling on the dorsum of the hand. X-rays of the right hand showed no acute osseous findings. There was soft tissue swelling on the dorsum of the hand and in the thenar eminence. He underwent several specialist consultations and treatment while in the hospital that will be described shortly. According to his discharge instructions from 06/29/21, he was in the hospital due to cellulitis from a dog bite. “You are followed by infectious disease and orthopedic surgery and treated with antibiotics. You will complete a course of antibiotics at home.”
On 06/27/21, Mr. Perez was seen orthopedically by Dr. Murray. He opined no acute orthopedic surgical intervention is necessary that night. They recommended Unasyn due to the nature of the accident. He was going to be admitted to the Medicine Service for intravenous antibiotics. He began occupational therapy on 06/28/21. On 06/28/21, he also was seen by Dr. Kovalsky who appears to be the infectious disease specialist. He identified a puncture site at the base of the thumb as well as the palmar side. Interestingly, there was increased edema on the ulnar (medial) side of his forearm. There were multiple abrasions present on the patient’s right hand. He diagnosed cellulitis of the hand for which he recommended continuation of intravenous antibiotics. They were going to ask infectious disease to see him as Dr. Kovalsky was concerned his condition was worsening and there could be tendon involvement.

On 06/29/21, he was seen again by Dr. Kovalsky. He was seen by infectious disease specialist Todd Levin on 06/29/21, hospital day 2. He still had a focal area of induration and redness over the anatomical snuffbox. There was no pus expressed from the puncture wound in this area. The right hand and forearm were less swollen. His recommendation was to continue ampicillin and sulbactam for another 24 hours. If improvement continues, he could be discharged on 06/30/21 on amoxicillin clavulanate through 07/06/21.

He was evaluated orthopedically by Dr. Kovacs on 06/29/21. He concluded no surgical intervention was necessary. Pain control was per his primary physician as was medical management. His assessment was also right hand cellulitis status post a dog bite. On hospital day 3, he was seen again by Dr. Levin. He was doing much better and ready to go home. The right hand was less swollen and the redness was improving. He also had better range of motion. On 07/02/21, Dr. Jacobi wrote correspondence indicating Mr. Perez was under his care from 06/27/21 through 06/30/21. He may return to work once cleared by the orthopedic doctors.

Lastly, he was seen on 07/12/21 by Dr. Jennings. At that point, he had finished his antibiotics. He had no clinical signs or symptoms of an infection, but he still had some pain around the hand which was thought to be completely normal given the crushing injury of dog bites. He was started on formal physical therapy to try to maximize his motion and function in the hand. He was to return in four weeks, but could perform right‑handed work in the interim. It does not appear that he did follow up with Dr. Jennings. Occupational therapy was rendered through 09/27/21.
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

GENERAL APPEARANCE: He showed this evaluator pictures on his phone of his hand when in the hospital. This showed a severe soft tissue injury.
UPPER EXTREMITIES: There was callus formation on the hands. There was a very faint scar on the dorsal aspect of the right thumb. Right pinch grip was breakaway weakness and right hand grasp was ratchet like. Strength was otherwise 5/5. There was superficial non-reproducible tenderness to palpation about the right thenar eminence, but there was none elsewhere. He had 5​– and ratchet like weakness in resisted thumb palmar abduction at the CMCP joint. Motion of the remaining joints of the fingers, wrists, elbows and shoulders was full in all planes without crepitus, tenderness, triggering, or locking.

HANDS/WRISTS/ELBOWS: Normal macro

With hand dynamometry, he avoided using his thumb on the right. This obviously reduced his leverage and ability to generate substantive strength.

CERVICAL SPINE: Normal macro
IMPRESSIONS and ANALYSES: Based upon the history, record review, and current examination, I have arrived at the following professional opinions with a reasonable degree of medical probability.

On 06/25/21, Felipe Perez Baez was attacked by a dog who bit him in the right hand. He was seen at American Family Care the same day and initiated on antibiotics. He then presented to the emergency room on 06/27/21 because his condition worsened. He was admitted to the hospital and underwent x-rays of the right wrist and hand. They did show some swelling. He was immediately initiated on intravenous antibiotics.

He then was consulted by several specialists including Dr. Murray, Dr. Kovalsky, Dr. Levin, and Dr. Kovacs. The Petitioner responded to conservative therapeutic measures while in the hospital up through discharge on 06/30/21. He was then seen by Dr. Jennings on 07/12/21 who referred him for additional therapy. This continued through 09/27/21.
The current examination found there to be callus on the hands consistent with ongoing physically rigorous manual activities. There were no signs of infections or puncture wounds or scars. He had variable strength in right grip and pinch grip. With dynamometry, he avoided using the thumb leading to reduction in the force generated. Provocative maneuvers at the hands and wrists were entirely negative.
There is 0 to 2.5% permanent partial disability referable to the statutory right hand.
